
The World Alliance of YMCAs (Wold YMCA) has been headquartered in 
Geneva since 1878. In 1995 we moved to a beautiful villa located on 12 Clos 
Belmont in Geneva and designed in 1898 by Robert Percy, a London based 
architect. The then called John R. Mott House, is a Victorian style building, 
and was at one point used by Melrose Pension. Previously, (1934 until his 
death in 1937) Pierre de Coubertin the founder of the modern Olympic 
games lived intermittently in the villa. For these and many other reasons, 
the John R Mott House building is listed by the Geneva Canton authorities 
as a historical model of Victorian architecture, and as such, no 
modifications are permitted to its façade. The YMCA is blessed to have 
added to the history of this beautiful and Historical villa.

During our 25 years at 12 Clos Belmont, we have made many 
precious memories: not only has it hosted 5 Secretary Generals 
including myself, but also a historic Executive Committee 
meeting in June 1997. The planning  and implementation of the 
organisational review 1999-2000, the inception and many 
meetings of the Global Sta� Team, the design and roll out of our  
Movement Strengthening and Youth Empowerment Strategies, 
initiation of  our Change model “Space Transformation and 
impact” to name but a few memories.

You will agree with me that emotionally and image wise, it is 
indeed di�cult to depart from a building as prestigious as 12 Clos 
Belmont full of all the memories we have made together as a 
movement. Yet, it is sobering to realise that our headquarters is 
after all a space, a space where we uphold the values and ideals of 
what we stand for. What is even more sobering, and comforting is 
that we, and not the physical building, are the movement and 
that besides the many memories we have built at 12 Clos 
Belmont, our mission counts much more than the physical 
facility. I am convinced that the times we live in now, the world 
that continues to unfold before us (even more so now in the wake 
of the COVID 19 pandemic), the imperative to project ourselves 
and our mission into the future are key ingredients as we 
together build fresh memories in our new address in the years to 
come. 

Dear YMCA Leaders and Members,

This week the World YMCA turns yet another significant page in our history.  We shall be relocating our o�ces from 12 Clos Belmont to 
a new building in Vernier near the airport in Geneva!

GOODBYE 12 CLOS BELMONT

12, Clos-Belmont, Geneva, Switzerland
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Per the decision of the JR Mott foundation (the legal entity that owns the building) and endorsed by the Executive Committee of the 
World YMCA, we sold 12 Clos Belmont. In replacement, The John R Mott foundation purchased a 5-storey building located at 5 Chemin 
de Mouille-Galand, Vernier.  The World YMCA will occupy the attic (5th Floor). Other floors will be rented out with the aim of 
generating revenue.  We hope to finalise the move in August this year. In the meantime, the pilgrimage continues; we are the people, 
we embody the mission, let’s keep it alive and remain faithful to the vision and the ideals of our founders and those who have 
preceded us.

…goodbye 12 Clos Belmont, welcome 5 Chemin de Mouille-Galand,  long live the YMCA!

Yours respectfully
Carlos Madjri Sanvee

5 Chemin Mouille-Galant, Vernier Geneva, Switzerland


